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Mr. Sean K, Kelly
214 Hudson Street
Cornwall On Hudson, New York 12520-1510

Dear Mr, Kelly:

" Thank you for contactmg, me with your opposxtnon to the dismissal of Chief Taresa Chambers of
the U.S. Park Police. I appreciate having the opportunity to respond to your views.

As you know, Chief Chambers was placed on leave afier she publicly stated that her 620-
member force was overstretched and underfunded and that the region's parks and parkways were
more dangerous as a result. The Park Service has accused Chambers of making remarks that
threatened security, improperly revealing budget details and "improper lobbying" of Congress
for funding. Donald Murphy, the Park Service's deputy director, informed Chambers that she
had "potentially given aid to those who would seek to harm the very facilities, parks and
Parkways that you have been charged with protecting,” which he claimed to “constitute an 'open’
invitation to lawbreakers."

Chambers has responded by claiming that the Park Police acted illegally in dismissing her. The
U.8. Parks Police informed Chief Chambers on December 17" of their plans to fire her, The
Interior Department, which has jurisdiction aver the U.S. Parks, plans to make it final decision in
the coming days. Please know that | will be paying close attention as we await the federal
agencies decision on this important matter.

Once again thank you for contactmg me. Please feel free to contact me whcncver I can be of
assistance. ' -

Sincerely,

Sue Kelly
Member of Congress
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